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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



July, 



on International Arbitration respectfully petitions Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to instruct the delegates from the 
United States to the next Hague Conference to urge that 
body to give favorable consideration to three measures 
which will greatly conduce to the peace and welfare of 
the world: 

" A plan by which the Hague Conference may become 
a permanent and recognized Congress of the Nations 
with advisory powers ; 

" A general arbitration treaty for the acceptance of all 
nations ; 

" A plan for the restriction of armaments, and, if pos- 
sible, for their reduction by concurrent international 

action." 

— ■ « ♦ ■ 

Platform of the Twelfth Annual Lake 
Mohonk Conference on Inter- 
national Arbitration. 

The members of this Conference call attention, with 
great satisfaction, to the steady progress which the world 
is making in the promotion of international arbitration. 

They place on record their appreciation of the char- 
acter and services of John Hay, the late Secretary of 
State, and acknowledge that to him lasting gratitude 
is due for the foresight, firmness and wisdom with 
which, in his high official station, he upheld the princi- 
ples which this Conference has advocated. 

They have heard with gratification that in many of 
the leading colleges and universities of this country 
the undergraduate students have been led to the study 
of methods by which justice may be secured among 
nations without resort to war. 

This Conference has welcomed to its proceedings the 
representatives of fifty chambers of commerce, boards 
of trade, and other commercial organizations, and it 
urges upon them, and other like institutions not now 
represented here, to consider and act upon the meas- 
ures which are from time to time proposed for the 
promotion of peace. 

This Conference regards the approaching assembling 
of a Pan-American Congress in Rio de Janeiro as likely to 
promote mutual understanding and consequent good- 
will among the states of North, Central and South 
America. 

At the present time it is important that public atten- 
tion should be concentrated upon the second Hague 
Conference, soon to be assembled. We hope and 
believe that the beneficial results of the former confer- 
ence will be equaled and perhaps surpassed by further 
deliberations, in the land of Grotius, upon the principles 
of international law and the best methods for the pacific 
settlement of international difficulties. 

Especially we hope that the second Hague Conference 
will elaborate and propose a plan by which like confer- 
ences may be held at stated periods, and that in the inter- 



vals appropriate offices may be maintained at The Hague, 
so that these conferences may become a permanent and 
recognized advisory Congress of the Nations. 

A general arbitration treaty to be formulated by the 
Hague Conference is most desirable and will doubtless 
be accepted by all or nearly all of the countries repre- 
sented in the Conference. 

Among other subjects of immediate importance the 
many unsettled questions arising out of maritime war- 
fare, including the exemption of private property from 
seizure at sea, are respectfully commended to the con- 
sideration of the Hague Conference. 

As the general restriction of armaments can only be 
secured by concurrent international action, as unani- 
mously recommended by the British House of Com- 
mons, we earnestly hope that this subject will receive 
careful and favorable consideration. 

While we shall welcome any action taken by the 
coming Hague Conference in the way of clearly defin- 
ing the rights and obligations of belligerents as to each 
other and as to neutrals, of lessening the horrors of 
war and of giving increased stability and protection to 
the Red Cross movement, it is our hope that the Con- 
ference will remember that it is consecrated to the great 
work of ending as well as softening war, and of sub- 
jecting the relations of nations to the dominion of law 
rather than force. 



Editorial Notes. 

The idea of a congress of nations for 

of'iNaUo 8 ™ 8 t " le re g a l ar an d systematic discussion of 
questions of common international interest 
continues to make definite headway. The Interparlia- 
mentary Union is shortly to meet in special session to 
hear the report of its Committee on this subject appointed 
at Brussels last autumn, and to prepare its program to 
submit to the second Hague Conference when it meets. 
At the dinner given on the 29th of May, at the Metro- 
politan Club, New York, by Mr. Bo wen, proprietor of 
the Independent, to the eighteen members of Congress 
who attended the Brussels Conference as representatives 
of the United States group, the subject of a periodic 
international congress or parliament received marked 
emphasis. Among the speeches, made by Hon. Richard 
Bartholdt, Hon. Oscar S. Straus, General Grant, Professor 
Rowe and other distinguished gentlemen, of whom about 
fifty were present, was one by Prof. John Bassett Moore 
of Columbia University, ex- Assistant Secretary of State, 
our greatest American authority on international law. 
Professor Moore took the most advanced ground on the 
subject, declaring that the Hague Conference must ulti- 
mately develop into a world-parliament, and that the 
world-government ensuing must embrace the three great 



